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SUBJECT: ADMIRAL JOHNSON INVITED TO US 
REF: CAPE TOWN 0670; LUSAKA 2216 

1. ADMIRAL BIERMANN JUST TELEPHONED TO SAY THAT NEWS OF CONGRESSMAN 
WYMAN'S INVITATION TO ADMIRAL JOHNSON WAS CARRIED IN A NEW YORK 
NEWSPAPER YESTERDAY AND THAT SAG WAS ASKED ABOUT IT BY A CAPE 
TOWN NEWSPAPER LAST NIGHT. HE SAID THAT THEY (PRESUMABWY SAG 
DEFENSE DEPT) MANAGED TO DELAY A RESPONSE LAST NIGHT, BUT WHEN 
ASKED AGAIN THIS MORNING THEY CONFIRMED THAT AN INVITATION HAD BREN 
RECEIVED AND SAID IT HAD BEEN ACCEPTED. 

2. UNDER STRICT PROVISIONS OF DEFENSE ACT, SA NEWSPAPERS MUST HAVE 
SPECIFIC APPROVAL FROM SAG MINISTER OF DEFENSE (OR REPRESENTATIVE) 
BEFORE PRINTING ANY INFORMATION RELATING TO SAG DEFENSE FORCES, 
REGARDLESS OF WHETHER SUCH PRESS INFORMATION ALREADY PUBLISHED 
ELSEWHERE. THUS SAG COULD HAVE WITHHELD COMMENT ON WYMAN 
INVITATION AND AVOIDED ANY LOCAL STORY HAD THEY CHOSEN TO DO 
SO. 
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